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El Chalyal

The God of my life

Why One Isn’'tthe Loneliest Number

by Camerin Courtney

Inspirational Vegges

April 8, 2008
Borrowed from 2008 ChristianityToday.com Philippians 4:13
I can do all things through
I 'm not ashamed to admit it: I spend a lot of time alone. And in all my years of Christ who strengthens me.
alone time—eating alone, driving alone, sleeping alone—I've learned a valuable (KJV)

lesson: Alone isn't the same as lonely.
Psalm 30:11-12

I'll be honest, some of this truth sunk in by default as I felt and observed You turned my lament into

loneliness in the most unusual places. A couple years ago I attended a Chris Tomlin dancing;

worship concert with friends. Standing in this crowd of a couple thousand people, you removed my SfiCk‘{l(’th

with eyes closed, arms raised, and voices joined, I felt a searing stab of loneliness. and covered me with joy.

I'd been experiencing a "dark night of the soul"—lobbing questions heavenward

and sensing nothing but silence in return. So standing there amidst people who So

seemed so sincere while singing "How Great Is Our God" made me feel like an now

outsider in this community of faith. Like an orphan looking in the window at a ?g;rt “’,

family feast. will . R J“j
sing to )

In this and many other experiences, I've observed a key distinction: Alone is the you

absence of people, while lonely is the absence of connection. Loneliness is a and

disconnect with the community we crave. not be

silent;

. . . . O Lord
Oh sure, lonely and alone sometimes occur simultaneously. I've had my fair share my God, T will always give

of lonely “Me Nights.” These lonely moments are needed nudgings to reach out, to thanks to you. (NET)
risk new friendships, to lean into God more. But I've also experienced some “Me
Nights” that are altogether splendid. I love munching on takeout and watching a
flick I couldn't get anyone else to sit through with me. I get the delicious freedom God is our strong Tefige:

to just be. When I'm home alone I get to hear myself think. And talk, since I often e 5 flly @ hgelper %n’ S
carry on an audible conversation with myself. In listening to the dialogue that of trouble. (NET)

comes tumbling out, I often hear feelings, thoughts, dreams, and joys I wasn't
conscious of before. Sometimes in this thinking aloud, I come face-to-face with
pains I need to feel. So often the busyness of life drowns out these feelings,
sometimes by design. But with just my thoughts and words filling the air, I'm
forced to see and feel them—painful but necessary steps in dealing with these
issues, and bring them to God.

Psalm 46:1

John 3:16-18

For this is the way God loved
the world: He gave his one
and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him
will not perish but have

In so doing, these conversations often turn into prayers—even as I make my bed eternal life. For God did not
or cook dinner. There's something right about discussing the drama of the day with send his Son into the world
God. Experiencing God in the mundane moments of life—right where I need him— to condemn the world, but
asking God to meet me there and fill the empty spaces as he sees fit. In so doing that the world should be

saved through him. The one
who believes in him is not
condemned.” (NET)

it reminds me of the glorious truth that I can't really grasp in the presence of
others: I'm never truly alone.
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Welcome to the ONew SinglesO

This year we plan to build a new and improved singles department at Memorial. We have me
with Pastor Ken and have run several ideas by him to discuss with the ministerial sta". With thei
approval, here are the beginnings of our plan:

1#op priority!!l  Open anew Sunday school class

designed for singles of varying ages who are out in the
OworkingO world. $Never married, divorced, single with
children%all are welcome!# We are searching for the right coup
to lead this class; and eventually this may break into two or
more classes as we grow.

2#Plan social events to bring the singles together for fellowship.
This will require an @vents Committee O to coordinate and
plan social gatherings.

3#ind volunteers to be SingleOs GreetersO $male and female# Sunday mornings before ea
service.

4#Provide a monthly Newsletter $EI Chaiyai#, prepare
announcements for the church bulletin and Sunday
projections and add singles events to the church
calendar. This will require aPR Committee O to work
closely with the church o&ce sta".

5#Contact single visitors through visitation, phone,
email and cards through the@utreach Committee .O

6#Eventually o"er GSmall Group O bible studies in the
home environment. WeOll need group leaders, to be
trained by Bob Maindelle, and homes for this to occur.

We have several singles itching to get started on these projects, but we know there are moreg
of you out there. A survey has been attached and can be found onlinéta://
www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=S9g8QzHI4bRo8cgoK0d7ebg_3d_3d

We want to know more about you, what your interests are, what ideas you have, and where
you might be able to serve. Please complete the survey and return it in the usherOs tray on Su
morning or complete the survey online.



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Sg8QzHl4bRo8cgoK0d7ebg_3d_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Sg8QzHl4bRo8cgoK0d7ebg_3d_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Sg8QzHl4bRo8cgoK0d7ebg_3d_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Sg8QzHl4bRo8cgoK0d7ebg_3d_3d
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OMurder High ReunionO Mystery

Mark Schultz  6PM
Contact:

Chris Tomlin  7PM

Contact:
Newsboys 3pm
Contact:
Avalon 9am
Contact:

Casting Crowns 5pm

Contact: ccastore.htm 817.436.5963
Michael W Smith tba  Sunday8/2/2009
Contact: ccastore.htm

Casting Crowns 9pm
Church)

Contact:

Single®s Mingle Upcoming Events

ccastore.htm

ccastore.htm

ccastore.htm

ccastore.htm

ccastore.htm

CONCERT INFORMATION

Sunday, 2/22/2009 Austin, Texas(PromiseLand)

512.220.6383
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Sunday2/22/2009 San AntonioTexas (Municipal Auditorium)

info@christomlin.corh

Saturday3/7/2009 Ft Worth, Texas@onvention Centgr

800.29.3473

Sunday, 4/12/2009 Austin, Texas (PromiseLand West)

info@jeffroberts.com

Saturday5/30/2009 Arlington, Texas (Rangers Ballpark)

Dallas, TexagNokia TheaterfFreedom Concert

Freedom@PremiereCollectibles.com

Saturday9/5/2009 Georgetown, Texa@ he Hill Property of Celebration

info@jeffroberts.com

OSouperO Bowl Party  Sunday, February 1 7:30 PM  Contact: Don Webb

Sat, March 28 6:00 PM  Contact: LaBecca Thompson
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Sunday Morning

8:00 AM ! Sunday School

8:15AM ! Church%wide prayer

9:30 AM ! Praise and Worship Service
9:30 AM ! Sunday School $Adults and
Children#

9:30 AM ! Middle School Sunday School

$MACH#/High School in Praise and Worship Service
11:00 AM ! Praise and Worship Service

10:45 AM ! Sunday School !Adults"

10:45 AM ! Children's Church

10:45 AM ! High School Sunday School
$MAC#/Middle School in Praise and Worship

Service

Sunday Evening

4:30 PM ! Discipleship Training

5:45 PM ! AWANA $Children's Discipleship#
5:15 PM! Adult Choir Practice

5:30 PM ! Discipleship Training

6:00 PM ! Praise and Worship Service

Monday Evening

6:00 PM ! Memorial Bible Institute

Tuesday Evening

9:30 AM ! Shut%in Visitation

6:30 PM ! Church Visitation

Wednesday Evening

9:00 AM ! Ladies Bible Study

5:50 PM ! Children's Choir $Sept thru May#
5:50 PM ! Kid's Club Bible Study $May thru
Sept#

5:45 PM | Teacher's Meeting

6:00 PM ! Praise and Worship Service

6:00 PM ! Youth Fusion $6th % 8th Grade#
6:00 PM ! Home Bible Study $9th % 12th
Grade#

6:45 PM ! Adult Choir Rehearsal

*+SingleOs Plug#in**

Memorial Baptist Church
4001 Trimmier Road
Killeen, Tx 76542

Phone: 254-634-6882

Fax: 254-634-2030
Emailmemorial@membc.org
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